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ter in Canada as a missionary of the American
Sunday School Union, an undenominational
agency founded in 1817 for the promotion of
Sunday-school work and the publication of Sun-
day-school literature. After his graduation in
1854, he studied law for a time, but soon turned
to theology and spent two years at Union Theo-
logical Seminary, during which period he also
did city mission work for the Sunday School
Union. Following a year of teaching in Brook-
lyn, he took up permanent work with this society
and remained connected with it for the rest of
his life. He did a remarkable work as Sunday
school missionary in Wisconsin and Minnesota
under difficult frontier conditions, and on Sept.
20, 1860, was ordained at La Crosse by the Pres-
byterian and Congregational Convention of
Wisconsin. After a brief service as assistant
secretary at St. Louis, which was terminated by
the outbreak of the Civil War, he resumed work
as superintendent in Wisconsin and Minnesota,
where he held institutes, founded new schools,
organized a system of teacher training, and pro-
moted the cause by much editorial writing. In
1870 he was called by the Union to its headquar-
ters in Philadelphia, where he was associate sec-
retary and editor till 1877, editor of periodicals
for a year, and thereafter editor of publications
till 1915, from which date he was honorary editor
until his death.

Rice's entire active life was devoted to the
improvement and extension of the Sunday school.
He is said to have been the author of more than
fifty volumes and the editor of nearly 400 books
and pamphlets, mostly on religious subjects. In
addition he contributed numerous articles to
various papers and periodicals. The following
are among his more important publications: A
Pictorial Commentary on the Gospel According
to Mark (1881), and similar commentaries on
Matthew (1887), Luke (1889), John (1891),
and Acts (1896) ; Stories of Great Painters
(copyright 1887) ; Our. Sixty-Six Sacred Books
(1891, 1902); People's Dictionary of the Bible
(1893) ; Orientalisms in Bible Lands (copyright
1910); The Sunday-School Movement, 1780-
1917, and the American Sunday School Union,
181T-1P17 (1917); Story of a Nonagenarian
and Educators He has Known (1922). He was
an able executive and it was due to his skill as a
financier that the American Sunday School
Union was relieved of a burden of debt of many
years' standing and provided with an endowment
that amounted at his death to $3,000,000. He
remained abreast of the times and continued his
activities till his last months, dying in his nine-
ty-ninth year. He was twice married; first, in
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January 1861 to Margaret Eliza Williams, who
died in 1864; and second, in 1866, to Mary Gard-
ner, who assisted her husband as a writer on re-
ligious subjects. One son by the first marriage
and two by the second survived their parents.

t [Rice's After Ninety Years (1924) contains much
biographical material. See also The Year-Book of the
Congregational and Christian Churches . .. 1929 (n.d.) ;
Who's Who in America, 1928-29; Alumni Bull, of
Union Theological Sem., Dec. ipaQ-Jan. 1930 ; Union
(College) Alwnni Monthly, Jan. 1930; Public Ledger
(Phila.), Dec. 6, 1929.]                              FTP

RICE, FENELON BIRD (Jan. 2, 1841-0ct.

26, 1901), music teacher, was born in the village
of Greensburg, Trumbull County, Ohio. He was
the son of a minister in the "Free Will" Baptist
denomination, David Lyman Rice, who, with his
wife, Emily Johnson, was deeply interested in
church music. His grandfather was David Rice
[#.z/,], a well-known Presbyterian pioneer in
Virginia and Kentucky. He began the study of
music quite early in life, but with the limited
opportunities of a small town. In 1856 his fa-
ther became a member of the board of trustees of
the newly established Baptist College at Hills-
dale, Mich., in which capacity he served until
1886, part of the time as financial agent of the
college and for one year (1857) as chairman of
the board. This change enabled Fenelon to en-
ter Hillsdale College in 1858 where he was in
attendance three years, but there is no record of
his graduation. By this time he had decided on
music as a profession, for he had gained some
experience as a teacher of voice while in college.
Going to Boston in 1861, he studied there under
J. W. Tufts, B. R Baker, and Edwin Bruce at
the Boston Music School, from which he was
graduated in 1863. During this time he held
various organ positions. Soon after his gradu-
ation he became an instructor in music at Hills-
dale College, where he remained until 1867. On
Sept. 26, 1863, he married Helen Maria Libby,
a graduate of Maine State Seminary and an ac-
complished singer. In 1867 they went to Leip-
zig, at that time the musical center of Germany.
Here Rice studied piano with Papperitz, Mos-
cheles, and Plaidy, and harmony with Richter,
while his wife devoted herself to voice study and
French. Upon their return to America in 1869
Rice was appointed instructor in music at Ober-
lin College where he became associated with
George W. Steele, who was then in charge of
a private school of music affiliated with Oberlin
College. In 1871 he became director of this
school (which from that time was known as the
Oberlin Conservatory of Music), a position
which he held until his death.
At first he taught theory and history, but the
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